
2021 Digital Marketing 
Job Trends & Salary Guide
2020 was an unprecedented year on every level.



Last year brought extraordinary changes to the global 

economy, as entire industries pivoted and the workforce 

adapted to a changing landscape. The unprecedented 

climate of 2020 sets the stage for larger trends in 2021.

Here are the key marketing trends we predict will 
continue to develop in 2021
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Total Digital Marketing Job Openings in 2020
Across SEO, Content Marketing and PPC

SEO

Content Marketing
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PPC

Key Digital Marketing Job Titles by Average Salary  
Across SEO, Content Marketing, PPC and Digital Marketing

Average Salary of Key Job Titles in 2019 vs. 2020

SEO
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Content Marketing

PPC

Digital Marketing
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Breakdown of Key Job Titles By Volume

SEO

Breakdown of Key SEO, Content Marketing, PPC and Digital Marketing Titles

Content Marketing

PPC

2021 Digital Marketing Job Trends & Salary Guide 8



General Marketing 
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Hiring, Employment and Job Market Trends in 2020
Changes in the Workplace, Hiring and Resources

Companies Offer More Remote-Flexible Roles

Due to current restrictions, many companies have pivoted to offering fully remote positions. 

Flexible schedules and work-from-home policies are key benefits that potential employees are looking 

for in the COVID-19 era. Organizations have consequently adapted to facilitate remote working.

Marketing Resources & Allocation
Marketing Teams Do More With Less

Remote Work Trends

Digital Marketing Goes Remote
Remote Digital Marketing Jobs
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Hybrid On-Site and Remote Teams

2021 is likely to see a hybrid of on-site and remote team collaboration. These include a combination of both short-term and 

permanently remote roles.

The number of employees permanently working from home is expected to double in 2021 to 34.4% of a company’s workforce.

SEO and Content Hiring Trends
Marketing Hiring Slows but SEO Grows
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Hiring Process Trends
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Top Skill 
Trends in 2020
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SEO 
SEO

Content

Web Design

Link Building

HTML/CSS

Google Search Console

Technical SEO

Total Digital Marketing Job Openings in 2020
Un-Siloing SEO, Content Marketing, and PPC Skillsets

Content 
Brand Strategy 

Content Development

Content Management

Video Production

Blogging

Web Content

PPC 
Display Advertising

Google Ads

SEO + Content
Content Marketing

Content Strategy

Copywriting

Copyediting

Project Management

UX

Content + PPC 
Email Marketing

Social Media

SEO + PPC 
Online Advertising

Google Analytics

Lead Generation

Marketing Strategy

Microsoft Office

PPC

SEM

SEO + Content + PPC
Data Analysis

Digital Marketing

Online Marketing

SEO

Social Media Marketing

Keyword Research
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Digital Marketing 
Hiring by Industry
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Digital Marketing Hiring by Industry
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Top 10 Cities 
for Digital 
Marketing Jobs
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Top 10 Cities for Digital Marketing Jobs
Top 10 Cities with the most SEO, Content Marketing, or PPC jobs

Top 10 Cities By Volume of Open Job Offers

SEO

Content Marketing
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PPC

Top Locations for Digital Marketing Jobs Across the U.S.

San Francisco, CA
#4 Top city for SEO salaries

#2 Top city for Content 
Marketing salaries

#2 Top city for Digital 
Marketing salaries

Chicago, IL
#3 Top city for SEO salaries

#3 Top city for Content 
Marketing salaries

#3 Top city for Digital 
Marketing salaries

#1 Top city for PPC salaries

New York, NY
#1 Top city for SEO salaries

#1 Top city for Content 
Marketing salaries

#1 Top city for Digital 
Marketing salaries

#4 Top city for PPC salaries
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Salary Ranges of 
Key Titles by Top 
City and Job Title
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Salary Ranges of Key Titles by Top City and Job Title
Average Salary Ranges of Key Digital Marketing Titles Across Top 10 Cities

Top 10 Cities By Volume of Open Job Offers

SEO

Content Marketing
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PPC

Digital Marketing
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Top Career Paths 
in Performance 
Marketing
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Top Career Paths in Performance Marketing
Career Timelines by Key Titles in SEO, Content Marketing, PPC and Digital Marketing

Top Career Paths in Digital Marketing

SEO

Content Marketing
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PPC

Digital Marketing
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According to a recent study, we’re seeing a 50% 

increase in enterprises moving SEO in-house in 2020, 

which is not a trend that can be ignored. This guide 

ensures you are asking candidates the right questions.

SEO HIRING GUIDE

SEO Interview Questions To Help 
You Hire An SEO Expert

Get the guide

Thank you for viewing the 2021 Digital 
Marketing Job Trends & Salary Guide

Check out these additional resources.

Join our VP of Digital Strategies, Pat Reinhart, as 

he hosts our award-winning SEO webinar series to 

break down updates in search, technical SEO, and 

content marketing in the last 30 days – in 30 minutes.

FREE MONTHLY SEO WEBINAR

30 Minutes on the Last 30 Days In 
Search & Content

Save your seat
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https://www.conductor.com/blog/2020/08/seo-professional-hiring-guide/
https://www.conductor.com/learning-center/seo-career-support-salary-guide/
https://www.conductor.com/events/30-30-webinars/
https://www.conductor.com/blog/2020/08/seo-professional-hiring-guide/


Methodology
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Methodology
Our research strategy and data collection methods are detailed below, as well as 

the scope and limitations of data.
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Conductor is the world’s leading organic marketing platform, helping businesses 

accelerate search traffic, digital growth and revenue. Conductor’s technology 

helps marketers create powerful marketing content to drive quality traffic to their 

site and track their organic performance. Websites are more valuable than ever 

and getting found online is a #1 enterprise priority.

About Conductor
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